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This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of _4 sheets, as follows: 

sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis °f this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 
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beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated m item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

u (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) 

°- I— I < containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 
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Administrative Instructions). ■ 



□ 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 
I | Box No. H 
| | Box No. IE 
| | Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 
Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

f J This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

1 I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I 1 international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

□ 



The international application as originally fileaYfurnished 
the description: 

pages 1, 2, 4-6 

pages* 



, as originally filed/furnished 



3,7 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



04 June 2004 (04.06.2004) 



the claims: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



, as originally fileoVfurnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on 04 June 2004 (04.06.2004) 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



1-3 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

. [X] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 2 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

I | the sequence listing (specify): . 

I 1 any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4-D 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

f I the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 

I 1 the drawings, sheets/figs m 



[ ] the sequence listing (specify): 

I | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 



[Documents] 
Document 1 : 



Document 2 : 
Document 3 



US 5238643 A (Sumitomo Rubber Industries 
Ltd.)/ 24 August 1993, column 4, line 64 to 
column 5, line 34, & JP 3-215010 A, page 3, 
lower right column, line 20 to page 4, upper 
right column, line 11, drawings 
JP 11-2384 A (Sony Corp.), 6 January 1999, 
paragraph [0009], (Family: none) 
CD-ROM of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the written application of 
Japanese Utility Model Application No. 
19590/1993 (Laid-open No. 78690/1994) (Nippon 
Tairan Kabushiki Kaisha) , 4 November 1994, 
paragraph [0002], fig. 8, 9 (Family: none) 



[Discussion] 
Claim 1 

Document 1 discloses a feature wherein a discharge 
outlet and an exhaust outlet on a vulcanizing machine main 
body are connected to a vulcanizing medium supply source 
via an internal piping system in the machine. Further, the 
drawings suggest that the internal piping system has a 
main flow passage connected to a main pipe connected to 
the inside of a bladder, and a plurality of auxiliary 
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pipes connected to a plurality of branch pipes, and that 
valves are provided at positions where they are needed. 

Document 2 discloses features wherein a functional 
component such as an air-operated valve or the like is 
detachably affixed to a piping system, and piping is 
assembled by connecting an integrated block in which is 
formed a gas flow passage. 

Document 3 discloses a feature wherein piping is 
formed by assembling piping blocks. 

Document 1 does not specifically disclose the means 
for forming piping, but a suitable means can clearly be 
selected from among known means, and further, forming 
desired piping by appropriately combining piping blocks 
and valves is known in the art, as disclosed in documents 
2 and 3, for example. 

Thus, a person skilled in the art could easily 
conceive of the invention disclosed in document 1 wherein 
an internal piping system is constructed by appropriately 
combining a block in which is formed a flow passage and a 
block in which is arranged a valve. And, when doing so, 
design features such as forming the block main body of a 
panel block in the vertical direction or providing a 
valve-side connection face perpendicular to one side of 
the outer surface of a valve main body are merely features 
fittingly' determined at the discretion of a person skilled 
in the art. 

However, none of the documents discloses a feature 
wherein an exhaust valve is disposed at the lowest 
position. Further, this technical feature is not 
recognized as being known in the technical field of tire 
vulcanization . 

Therefore, the invention described in claim 1 of the 
present application involves an inventive step. 
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